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Water Planning Regions and Georgia’s Aquifers
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Preliminary
Groupings
Based on
Shared
Watersheds
and Aquifers

Resource Assessment Presentation Groupings

Coosa, Tallapoosa & Tennessee River
Basins

Valley and Ridge, Blue Ridge, Piedmont
Aquifers

Chattahoochee River Basin
Piedmont Aquifer

Councils invited to attend:

Councils invited to attend:

o Coosa-North Georgia WPC

¢ Coosa-North Georgia WPC

MNGWPD

Middle Chattahoochee WPC

L]
+ Savannah-Upper Ogeechee WFC
o Middle Chattahoochee WPC

Altamaha, Ocmulgee & Oconee River
Basins

Eastern Coastal Plain Cretaceous,
Piedmont Aquifers

L ]
+  MNGWPD
+ Upper Flint WPC

Flint & Ochlockonee River Basins
Dougherty Plain, Claiborne Aquifers

Councils invited to attend:

Councils invited to attend:

* Altamaha WFC

» Lower Flint-Ochlockonee WPC

Suwanee-Satilla WPC

Coastal Georgia WPC ¢ Middle Chattahoochee WPC
Middle Ocmulgee WPC ¢ Middle Ocmulgee WPC
MNGWPD +  MNGWPD

L]

Upper Flint WPC

Upper Flint WPC

Upper Oconee WPC

Counties of Savannah-Upper
Ogeechee and Coastal WPC in the
Cretaceous Aquifer

Satilla, Suwanee & St. Mary’s River
Basins
Tift County Upper Floridan Aquifer

Savannah & Ogeechee River Basins
Brunswick Harbor Aquifer Model,
Savannah CSSI Model, Eastern Coastal
Plain Upper Floridan Aquifer

Councils invited to attend:

Councils invited to attend:

+ Altamaha WPC

+ Altamaha WPC

« Lower Flint-Ochlockonee WPC s Coastal Georgia WPC
e Coastal Georgia ¢ Savannah-Upper Ogeechee WPC
* Suwannee-Satilla WPC * Upper Oconee WPC
+ Southern Counties of the Upper Flint + Eastern Counties of Suwannee Satilla
WPC in the Tift Co Floridan Aquifer WPC in the Eastern Coastal Plain
Upper Floridan
DRAFT
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Council Coordination

Joint Meeting Tentative Agenda and
Schedule

 Meetings will be held in January, 2010.

e Resource Assessments will be presented including:
« Surface water availability
 Ground water availability
e Surface water quality

* Next round of joint meetings scheduled for April
2010

-
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Planning Resources

2:15 PM — 2:45 PM
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Georgia’s

S’rcl’re Water Plan

Planning Guidance

www.georgiawaterplanning.org



Planning Guidance

e Planning guidance is now available to help the Councils develop

their regional plans:
http://www.gawaterplanning.org/documents/20090731 Regional
Planning Guidance 000.pdf

e The guidance provides good background information and
examples of how different sections of the regional plan might
work.

e This presentation shows some example information on what is
included in the planning guidance.

-
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Regional water planning: Products and Schedule

REGIONAL WATER PLANNING COUNCIL

PRODUCTS ACTIVITIES SCHEDULED FOR:
Regional vision and goals April 2009 — September 2009
Assessment of baseline resource November 2009 — March 2010
capacity

Forecasts of demand February 2009 — March 2010

Gap analysis (i.e. comparison of
resources and demands to identify

gaps)

January 2010 — October 2010

Water management practices to adjust January 2010 — January 2011
demand and resource capacity

Recommended regional water plan January 2011 — June 2011

&=
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Recommended Plan and Adoption of Final by EPD

Council Responsibllities

e Councils develop a recommended plan

« Submit draft regional plan to EPD by January 31, 2011

e Make revisions based on EPD and public comment
and finalize recommended plan by June 30, 2011

-
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Recommended plan and Adoption of final by EPD

EPD Responsibilities

*® Provide guidance and template to ensure completeness and
consistency.

e Provide public notice and a 45-day comment period.

e Review recommended plan for consistency with State Water
Plan, and regional water planning rules and guidance.

e Adopt recommended plan if consistent with State Water Plan,
and regional water planning rules and guidance.

e Use final adopted plan to guide agency decision making.
-
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Scientific and Engineering Advisory Panel

e Panel of nationally and internationally recognized experts in
the fields of science and engineering to provide expertise in the
statewide water planning process.

e Panel will provide advice to EPD on water resource
assessments.

= Panelists will provide expertise on a range of subjects including
hydrology, geology, engineering, and ecology.

e Once completed resource assessments will be made available
in order for interested stakeholders and public to review and offer
comments.

-
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Scientific and Engineering Advisory Panel

Panel Members

<David Allan-University of Michigan

<Bruce Beck-University of Georgia

Mary Freeman-U.S. Geological Survey

= Aris Georgakakos-Georgia Institute of Technology

Wendy D. Graham-University of Florida

«Jim Greenfield-U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4
«Todd Rasmussen-University of Georgia

eKenneth H. Reckhow-Duke University

<Brian Richter-The Nature Conservancy

«Seth Rose-Georgia State University

« Amy Rosemond-University of Georgia

Available at: (‘
Georgia




Public Involvement Plan

eEach Planning Council Needs a Public Involvement Plan:

« A Public Involvement Plan Template has been developed and
included in the planning guidance.

= Given the current status of the Council it is recommended
that we develop a draft Public Involvement Plan be between
CM#3 and CM#4 to be considered for adoption by Council at
CM#4.

e|t isrecommended that the Council identify some members to
work with the Planning Contractor in the development of a
draft Public Involvement Plan.

e Discussion of Current Framework for Public Involvement.

-
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Public Involvement Plan

Multi-Pronged Approach for Public Involvement Plan

eCoordinating with the four organizations uniquely positioned to
play a key role in facilitating local government involvement on an
ongoing basis:

e Association of County Commissioners of Georgia (ACCGQG)
eGeorgia Municipal Association (GMA)

eGeorgia Association of Water Professionals (GAWP)
eGeorgia Rural Water Association (GRWA)

<Forming ad hoc groups comprised of experts from various local
governments as specific topical needs arise

<Providing a specific opportunity at each Council meeting for local
government input

eProvide opportunity for public input

-
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Public Involvement Plan

eDedicated EPD staff will work in concert with the Councils and four
organizations to:

e Ensure understanding of the planning process and pacing
of topics;

« |dentify any specific information their members are
interested in;

« |dentify the key stages in the planning process that local
governments consider critical for being able to provide
input to the Regional Water Planning Councils; and

e Ensure timely communication of anything these contacts or
their members are hearing that Council leadership needs to
be alerted to so the process, the Councils and their
leadership benefit from that information.

-
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Public Involvement Plan

«To ensure local government input is received at key milestones,
EPD will work with the four organizations, through established
communications network, to:

e Encourage member attendance and participation at
Council meetings;

e Encourage members to communicate directly with Councll
leadership and local government officials on the Councils;
and

e Assist EPD and the Regional Water Planning Councils with
communicating with local governments so all constituents
are aware of the key stages in the regional planning process
where Regional Water Planning Councils will need input.

-
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Action Needed for Public Involvement Plan

eDevelop draft Public Involvement Plan (staring with template) for
Council Consideration at CM 4.

e|dentify Council members to work with Planning Consultant.

-
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Discussion of Formation of Potential Subcommittees

-
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Local Elected Officials’
Comments

3:00 PM - 3:15 PM
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Public Comments

3:15 PM - 3:30 PM
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Wrap-Up,
What to Expect Next
Meeting

3:30 PM — 3:45 PM

-
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Proposed Council Meeting 4 Dates and Location

« Preferred Dates?
. November 17t
« Other?

« Preferred Locations?

-
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Council Meeting 3
Evaluation

&

3:45 PM - 4:00 PM
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Thank You!




